A\ W 4

DRALOG

Moses and the Exodus

One of the most famous movies of all time is the 1956
classic “The Ten Commandments” directed by Cecil B.
Demille, and starring Charlton Heston. The life of Moses
is depicted using several historical sources as references
for accuracy. However, much of the movie departs from
the Bible story.

According to the Bible Moses was born to Amram and
Jochebed while the Israelites were slaves in Egypt
(Exodus 6:20). At about that time the pharaoh, no doubt
inspired by Satan, ordered that all male babies be de-
stroyed. In order to shave her new baby boy Jochebed
made a small ark of bull rushes and made it water proof
with pitch. She placed her son in the little boat and com-
missioned her daughter, Miriam, to keep watch. So,
technically she had obeyed Pharaoh’s order to put her son
in the river (Exodus 2:3).

T The little ark drifted down
: the river and was eventu-
% ally discovered by Phar-
aoh’s daughter who de-
% cided to adopt the baby
8 calling him Moses. At
that point Miriam ran up
¥ to pharaoh’s daughter and
asked if she would like a
woman to nurse the baby for her, and so Jochebed re-
ceived her son back into her arms until pharach’s daugh-
ter finally called for him to come to the palace. Thus,
Moses grew up in the palace of Pharaoh, but God had
other plans for Moses (Exodus 2:5-10).

When Moses became an adult he was filled with the
conviction that he should do something to free his people,
but unfortunately he resorted to violence killing an
Egyptian. When his crime became known Moses knew
he would have to either flee Egypt or be executed. So he
fled to the land of Midian where he found refuge in the
home of Reuel, or Jethro the priest of Midian. Eventually
he married one of Jethro’s daughters, Zipporah (Exodus
2:11-25).

Moses spent nearly forty years in the wilderness raising
his family and tending to the sheep of Jethro (Exodus 7:7
& Deuteronomy 34:7). After the pharaoh died that had
ruled when Moses was in Egypt God called to Moses
from a bush that was burning, but which did not burn up.

At that place and in that way God called upon Moses,
now 80 years old, to accomplish one of the greatest feats
of history—setting the approximately two million Israel-
ites free from slavery in Egypt.

Each of the plagues that
God used against Egypt
was aimed directly at the
gods they worshipped
thus showing that the
Nile, the sun, and the :
creatures of the earth have [
no power compared to the
Creator God (Exodus
12:12). Finally with the death of the first-born pharaoh
sent the Israelites away. After miraculously escaping
pharaoh’s army through the Red Sea God brought His
people to Mt. Sinai where He entrusted His laws to them
and established His covenant with them (Exodus 19:5-6).
Then God wrote the Ten Commandments with His own
finger and spoke them out loud to all the people (Exodus
31:18 & Exodus 20:1).

1. You shall have no other gods before Me.
2. You shall not make a carved image.
3. You shall not take the Lord’s name in vain.
4. Remember the Sabbath day, to keep it holy.
5. Honor your father and your mother.
6. You shall not murder.

7. You shall not commit adultery.

8. You shall not steal.

9. You shall not bear false witness .

10. You shall not covet.

But God didn’t give the Ten Commandments to the Isra-
elites alone. God gave His commandments to all of man-
kind, and the Ten Commandments are the standard by
which all will be judged (James 2:10-12). Those ten
commandments form the foundation for all true and just
laws no matter where you may travel in this world. No
other law can violate the principles of the ten command-
ments and be a blessing to humanity. “The law of the
Lord is perfect.” Psalm 19:7. Man cannot improve on
God’s law. His laws were to guide and bless man for-
ever. The Bible records the stories of real men and
women who either obeyed or disobeyed the laws of God.
Obedience brought life and true prosperity. Disobedi-
ence brought disaster and death.



The Bible predicted that the last days before Jesus re-
turned would be filled with wickedness. “But know this,
that in the last days perilous times will come . . . But evil
men and impostors will grow worse and worse, deceiving
and being deceived.” 2 Timothy 3:1, 13. | suggest that
the reason crime and immorality is so rampant in our
country is that for most people right and wrong has be-
come a matter of personal opinion.

Over and over again | have heard talk show hosts ask a
caller, “Why do you think that is wrong?” The caller will
reply, “Well it just is.” Then proceeds a discussion back
and forth over whether something is wrong or not, and
too often the conversation ends with something like,
“Well, it may be wrong for you, but its not wrong for
me.”, as if morality was a matter of taste, personal opin-
ion, or popular vote. “He who trusts in his own heart is a
fool . ..” Proverbs 28:26.

The Bible teaches us that
I VI there are moral absolgtes,

and that you cannot vio-
II VH late those moral absolutes

without serious conse-
I II VI H quences. (Hosea 8:7).
v IX

What is needed in the
world to stop evil is a
V X return to the Bible, and

the laws that God estab-

lished as moral absolutes.
As in the stories of the Bible, we also will experience
heartache by disobeying God’s laws, or blessing by obey-
ing His laws. The choice is ours today just as with all of
humanity before us. Satan tempted our first parents to
disobey God, and the result of that disobedience is still
being felt today. In fact, the very first two children born
into this world experienced the horror of disobedience to
God’s laws. Abel was obedient to God’s commandments
and offered the sacrifice God required, while Cain was
disobedient to God’s commandments and brought his
own sacrifice. When God showed His acceptance of
Abel’s sacrifice, but not of Cain’s then Cain killed his
brother, Abel. God punished Cain and made him a fugi-
tive in the earth (Genesis 4:1-15).

If Cain had done nothing wrong there would have been
no punishment. Indeed, it would have been unfair to
punish Cain. But the Bible says: “For where there is no
law there is no transgression.” Romans 4:15. The bibli-
cal definition for sin is disobeying God’s law (1 John
3:4). The consequences for disobedience to God’s law is
death (Romans 6:23). Not just physical death, but emo-
tional death, and relationship death.

God’s people, such as Abraham, obeyed the commands
of God in the Old Testament, and they were blessed.

God blessed Abraham (Genesis 26:5). Jesus kept the law
of God, and clearly said that He did not want anyone to
think otherwise (Matthew 5:17). On another occasion He
said it is impossible for God’s law to change (Luke
16:17). You may have heard people say that the law of
God was done away with. If so, what need would there

be for forgiveness. If there were no law, there would be
no sin, and if there were no sin there would be no need
for a Saviour, for Jesus came into the world to save sin-
ners (1 Timothy 1:15). Jesus kept His Father’s com-
mandments and He says we should do the same (John
15:10). At the end of time everyone’s life record will be
judged by the ten commandments (James 2:10-12).

In history there have been attempts to change God’s law,
to minimize its requirements, or to avoid its responsibili-
ties. But millions of Christians, using common sense,
know that the ten commandments can never be done
away with or you would unravel the moral fabric of soci-
ety. A letter was sent to Billy Graham asking this ques-
tion: “Which of the ten commandments still applies to us
today? | know they were written thousands of years ago
and times have changed, but are some of them still use-
ful?”

Billy Graham responded: “The Ten Commandments are
just as valid today as when God gave them to Moses over
3,000 years ago.” In fact, they are the true expression of
our love for God and man (1 John 5:3).

Once Jesus was asked which of the commandments were
the greatest. His reply demonstrates that the ten com-
mandments are based upon the principle of love for God
and man (Matthew 22:39-40). To break the command-
ments, any of them, would be to violate the principle of
love. No one who loves will break God’s command-
ments. To do so would be to sin, because sin is defined
as breaking God’s law.

Because all have sinned we need a Saviour, for the wages
of sin is death. So God sent His only Son into the world
to pay the penalty for our sins (Romans 6:23). We can-
not earn or deserve forgiveness and salvation (Ephesians
2:8-9). Forgiveness and eternal life are God’s gift to us
because He loves us (John 3:16). When we experience
that love we want to obey God’s laws from then on (John
14:15). In this way we honor God and His law (Romans
3:19-20, 31 & 6:14-15).

The Bible says that there will be a people in the last days
of this earth who respect and obey God’s laws. They are
His true people (Revelation 12:17), who keep His com-
mandments (Revelation 14:12). You can be among them
right now, today. Anyone who recognizes that they have
broken God’s law can come to Jesus and receive love,
acceptance and forgiveness. Then He will say to you as
He said to the woman caught in adultery, “Go and sin no
more.” John 8:11.
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